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NEWBIGGIN-BY-THE-SEA 

URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


ANNUAL  REPORT. 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

In  accordance  with  the  instructions  issued  to  the  Medical 
Officers  of  Health  by  the  Local  Government  Board,  I  now  submit 
to  you  my  Annual  Report  for  1908,  which  deals  with  the  general 
Sanitary  state  of  your  District,  the  Public  Health  during  the  year, 
the  Sanitary  Work  done,  the  improvements  which  have  been  carri¬ 
ed  out  and  suggestions  for  further  improvements  and  the  Vital 

Statistics  for  the  year. 


Climatology. — 1908  has  been  on  the  whole  an  exceptionally 
fine  year.  The  early  months  were  rather  severe,  but  the  summer 
and  autumn  months,  with  the  exception  of  September,  were  fine 


and  dry. 

House  Accommodation.-The  House  accommodation  has 
increased  considerably  ( vide  improvements),  but,  at  the  same  time, 
owing  to  the  Colliery  and  Building  Operations  a  shortage  of  suit¬ 
able  small  houses  is  likely  to  arise  in  the  near  future.  There  still 
remains  a  large  number  of  the  older  houses  with  no  through  venti¬ 
lation  of  certain  obstructive  buildings  in  Sea  View  and  Watt  s 
Lane  ( vide  previous  Annual  Reports.) 

Sewerage  and  Drainage.— The  Sewers  and  Drains  remain 
as  in  previous  years.  Several  blocked  sewers  and  drains  have  been 

remedied  during-  the  year. 
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The  Privy  Ashpits  remain  as  before,  and  several  of  them  are 
very  wet  and  offensive  at  times.  The  Scavenging-,  &c.,  on  the 
whole,  has  not  been  satisfactory.  There  have  been  numerous  com- 
plaints,  one  of  which  led  to  an  inspection  of  the  District  by  the 
County  Medical  Officer.  I  should  strongly  recommend  that  for 
the  future  the  Scavenging  should  be  done  by  the  Council’s  own 
men  and  carts. 

Water  Supply. — The  supply  of  Water  remains  as  before. 
During  the  summer,  owing  to  the  dry  weather,  there  was  a  distinct 
scarcity  of  water  ;  the  Pumps  having  to  be  locked,  to  allow  the 
wells  to  recover. 

Owing  to  the  working  of  the  Coal  Mine  on  the  Moor,  during 
October,  the  well  in  the  centre  of  the  village  ran  dry.  A  proper 
and  permanent  Water  System  is  one  of  the  most  urgent  require¬ 
ments  of  the  District,  as  I  am  certain  that  as  the  work  proceeds 
at  the  New  Mine,  the  present  supply  will  cease. 

Slaughter  Houses,  Cowsheds,  etc. — These  have  been  kept 
in  as  sanitary  a  condition  as  their  construction  and  want  of  a  water 
supply  will  allow.  Bye-Laws  under  the  Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and 
Milkshops  Order  are  now  in  force. 

Factories  and  Workshops. — The  two  Factories  and  most  of 
the  Workshops  have  been  inspected  during  the  year. 

Schools. — The  New  School  is  satisfactory,  but  at  the  Infants’ 
School,  the  Out-offices,  Yard,  and  Drains  are  in  need  of  extensive 
improvements. 

Bye-Laws  framed  in  1906  are  now  in  force.  But  the  adop¬ 
tion  of  the  Public  Health  Amendment  Act,  1907  has  not  yet  been 
sanctioned. 

Nuisances. — Only  minor  Nuisances  have  occurred  during  the 
year  and  have  been  dealt  with  as  they  arose. 

Burying  Ground. — The  extension  required  has  been  made  5 
but  I  understand  is  not  yet  in  use,  owing  to  it  not  having  yet  been 
consecrated. 
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Sanitary  Work. — Monthly  Inspections  of  the  District  have 
been  made  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  and  myself,  and  minor  matters 
dealt  with,  and  the  Scavenging-  supervised. 

The  Improvements  in  1908  are  as  follows  : — 

New  Dolphin  Hotel  re-built. 

Twenty-four  houses  built  in  Dent's  Field. 

Old  buildings  pulled  down  and  Primitive  Methodist  Hall 
built  in  Monck  House  Field. 

Additions  to  House  in  Cresswell  Terrace. 

Out-offices  built  at  the  Elders. 

Structural  alterations  to  Old  Ship  Hotel. 

Old  Stable  pulled  down  and  new  Out-offices  built  to  house 
in  Prospect  Place, 

Old  Ash-midden  pulled  down  and  new  Earth  Closet  to  house 
in  Vernon  Place. 

New  Washhouse  to  Houses  in  Minto  Place  and  Front  St, 

Further  Tar  Macadam  &  Flag  Paving  work  done  in  Front  St. 

Concrete  Roadway  laid  to  Beach. 

Woodhorn  Lane  Roadway,  Footpaths,  and  Channels 
made-up. 

New  Roads,  Footpaths,  and  .Sewers  to  Bower  Rigg  Estate. 

Projected  Improvements. — An  efficient  Water  Supply. 

Extension  of  Urban  District. 

The  latter  is  very  desirable,  owing  to  the  large  number  of 
houses  already  occupied  close  to  your  boundaries  and  also  to  the 
fact  that  a  number  of  new  houses  are  shortly  to  be  built,  and  if  any 
outbreak  of  Infectious  Disease  should  occur  in  these  areas,  you 
would  have  no  control  over  them  to  ptevent  the  spread  of  infection. 

In  June,  the  County  Medical  Officer  made  an  Inspection  of  the 
District,  most  of  the  defects  and  unsanitary  conditions  can  only  be 
altered  when  the  District  has  a  proper  Water  Supply.  Wherever 
possible  under  existing  conditions,  alterations  have  been  effected 
and  defects  made  good. 
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The  Medical  Inspection  of  School  Children  under  the  Education 
(Administrative  Provisions)  Act,  1907,  is  carried  out  by  a  Medical 
Officer  appointed  by  the  County  Council  and  no  report  on  the  work 
done  has  yet  been  received. 

Disease  Incidence. — There  have  been  no  epidemics  of  Notifi¬ 
able  Disease.  In  the  latter  part  of  the  year,  Whooping-cough  was 
prevalent.  There  has  been  one  Notification  of  Infectious  Disease, 
namely — Diptheria,  during  the  year. 

Statistics  . — Estimated  population,  2,600. 

There  have  been  84  births  and  44  deaths.  The  Birth  Rate  is 
323  per  1,000  per  annum,  an  increase  of  5'8  per  1,000.  The 
general  Death  Rate  is  16*9  per  1,000  per  annum,  the  corrected 
rate  167  per  1,000,  an  increase  of  7*3  per  1,000.  Deaths  of 
Infants  number  18,  giving  an  Infant  Mortality  Rate  of  214  per 
1,000  births  registered,  an  increase  of  152  per  1,000. 

The  Zymotic  Death  Rate  is  nil. 

Phthisis  Death  Rate  is  076,  a  decrease  of  077. 

Causes  of  and  ages  at  Death  : — (Vide  Table  IV.) 

Infant  Mortality  : — ( Vide  Table  V.) 

The  Sanitary  state  of  the  District  and  the  Public  Health  at  the 
end  of  the  year  was  satisfactory. 

HAROLD  HART-JACKSON  M.R.C.S.  &  L.R.C.P., 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


TABLE  I.  Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during1  1908  and  previous  Years. 
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*  Rates  in  Columns  4,  8,  and  13  calculated  per  1,000  of  estimated  population. 

Area  of  District  in  acres  (exclusive  of  area  covered  by  water)  337.  Total  population  at  all  ages,  2,022.  Number  of 
inhabited  houses,  440.  Average  number  of  persons  per  house,  4-5.  At  Census  of  1901 


TABLE  III. 

CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  NOTIFIED  DURING  THE  YEA 
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TABLE  IV. 

CAUSES  OF,  AND  AGES  AT  DEATH  DURING  YEAR  1908. 


Cause  of  Death. 

Deaths  at  subjoined  ages  of  “  Residents  ” 
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Population  estimated  to  middle  of  1908,  2,600.  Births  in  the  year,  legitimate,  84.  Deaths  in  the  year,  legitimate  infants,  18. 

Deaths  from  all  causes  at  all  ages,  44. 


